
Rising 6th Summer Reading

In this packet you will find your two summer book evaluations. Please read the directions
carefully.

Due dates:

Book Evaluation July 15th
Please have your evaluation mailed to Mrs.
Hoffman.

Book Project First day of school

A book list has been provided for each assignment. You may choose from the list, or choose your
own book. Please make sure the book you choose is age/grade appropriate (an eighth grader
should not be reading Diary of a Wimpy Kid).



Summer Book Evaluation
Due July 15th

1. Choose a book from the list below (or your own grade appropriate book)
2. Read through the requirements for the evaluation.
3. While reading, keep notes that you can pull from later.
4. After reading, type out your book evaluation and make sure it adheres to all format

requirements specified below.
5. The rubric must be submitted with your evaluation!

Evaluation Guidelines:
1. Cover page with your name, book title, and photo of the book
2. 12 point font, Times New Roman
3. Double spaced
4. Indent each paragraph
5. No illegal elements (personal pronouns including “I, me, my, you, us, our,” contractions,

“things” “stuff” “very” “a lot,” and writing about writing)
6. IMPORTANT! You must include one quote to show support for your stance.

Writing Format: Answer in Paragraph style:
● Introduction
● Characters:

○ List the main characters in the book and a character trait that they have. Write a
brief description of their role in the story.

● Setting:
○ Describe where and when the book takes place in complete sentences.

● Summary:
○ Write a brief, one paragraph, summary of the book. Describe what happens in the

beginning, middle, and end of the book.
○ You must include one quote from your book in each body paragraph.



Rubric

 5 4 3 2 1

INTRODUCTION
Attention getter
Thesis Statement

Well-developed
introduction engages
the reader and
creates interest.
Thesis is significant
and compelling.
Conclusion creatively
wraps up and clearly
goes beyond restating
the thesis. 

Introduction creates
interest. Thesis is clear
and effective.
.

Introduction is present
but may lack detail or
interest.  Thesis is clear.

There is little or no
attempt at an attention
getter. Thesis is vague
or unclear.
.

There is no thesis
or attention getter.

MAIN POINTS
Body Paragraphs
 

Well developed main
points directly relate
to the thesis.
Supporting examples
are specific and
detailed.  

Three or more main
points are related to the
thesis, but one may
lack details.  The
description shows a
consistent point of view
with a very good
inclusion of vivid,
creative, or accurate
details.

Three or more main
points are present. The
description lacks
sufficient details but
there is evidence of
some creativity,
originality, and/or
accuracy.

Less than three main
points, and/or poor
development of ideas.   
The description is
undeveloped and not
very creative,vivid,  or
accurate.

No precise three
main points and do
not connect to
thesis.

ORGANIZATION
Structure
Transitions

Logical progression of
ideas with a clear
structure that
enhances the thesis. 
Transitions are
mature and graceful.

Logical progression of
ideas.  Transitions are
present equally
throughout the essay.
Paragraphing is sound.
The organization fits
the purpose of the
essay.

Organization is clear.
Some effective
transitions are
present. Paragraphing
may need some work.

No discernable
organization. 
Paragraphing needs
major work. Transitions
are weak or not
present. 

There is no clear
organization and
no transitions

STYLE 
Sentence flow, variety
Diction
 

Writing is smooth,
skillful, coherent. 
Sentences are strong
and expressive with
varied structure.
Diction is consistent
and words well
chosen, adding
significant dimension
to the
description.  There is
a clear “voice.”

Writing is clear and
sentences have varied
structure.  Diction is
consistent and
engaging.  Portions of
the essay “shine”
because of effective
word choice.  There is
some sense of the
author’s “voice.”

Writing is clear, but
sentences may lack
variety.  Diction is
descriptive but not
consistently vivid or
accurate.  The writer
needs to develop
his/her own “voice.”

Writing is confusing,
hard to follow. 
Contains fragments
and/or run-on
sentences. Diction is
weak because the
writer uses cliches or
overused/generic
words.  Author’s “voice’
is lacking.

Writing makes no
sense and is
unable to follow.

MECHANICS
Spelling, punctuation,
capitalization

Punctuation, spelling,
capitalization are
correct.  No errors.
Student follows all
guidelines and has no
illegal elements

Punctuation, spelling,
capitalization are
generally correct, with
few errors (1-2).
Student has 1-2 illegal
elements and makes an
attempt to follow
guidelines .

A few errors in
punctuation, spelling,
capitalization. (3-5)
Student has 3-5 illegal
elements and vaguely
follows guidelines..

Many errors in
punctuation, spelling,
capitalization. (6-7)
Student included 6-7
illegal elements and
barely follows
guidelines.

Distracting errors
in punctuation,
spelling,
capitalization.
Student included
7+ illegal elements
and does not follow
guidelines.



Primary Prep Middle School (Grade 6) - 2021 Summer
Reading Assignment

DIRECTIONS: Read one book from the list. Be sure to choose books you have not read.
Feel free to read more if you want! Choose one project for your book. Projects are due on the
first day of school. Be sure to follow the rubric. Rubrics must be submitted with each project!

Intelligence Area Project Choice A Project Choice B

Verbal Linguistic Poetry Anthology – With at least 5
original poems and 3 found poems that
relate to the book’s content, bind it like
a  book with a cover and table of
contents.  Write a foreword that
identifies the theme  of the book.

Newspaper Page- Include 1 book
based  feature article, 1 side-bar
character focused  article, 1 related
research article, and 2  graphics
(photos, maps, charts, etc.)

Logical Mathematical Conflict Survey- Summarize the main
conflict in the story and conduct a
survey  of at least 25 students to chart
the
percentages of students who could
predict  the resolution.

Book Budget – Based upon the main
character’s activities and interests,
make a  list of the supplies and
services that were  utilized in the
story; research and estimate  the
costs associated with the items and
then calculate the character’s total
expenses.

Musical Original Song & Music Video –
Compose and record an original song
(based on the plot and theme); create
an  accompanying music video that
pairs  visuals with the music and
lyrics.

Theme CD – Compile a selection of
5-8  thematically related songs that
represent  the book; must include a
CD insert that  includes a page for
each song and detailed  explanation
for how the lyrics relate to the  novel.

Visual-Spatial Children’s Pop-Up Book –
Containing a  minimum of 6 pop-up
elements based on  the book’s content–
pictures & pop-ups  must be paired
with text.

Photo Montage- Consisting of at
least 20  images depicting key
literary elements of  the story,
captions must accompany each
picture. Project may be submitted as a
PPT  slideshow

Bodily-Kinesthetic Board Game- Based on the theme of
the  story, game must include 10-12
trivia  cards that relate to the plot,
playing pieces  representing characters,
a method of  movement and hazards
related to the  conflict(s), and a detailed
rule book.

Sculpture or Model – Create an
object or  a person symbolic of the
story. It must be  constructed by the
student and have a  museum placard
explaining its connection  to the
novel.

Interpersonal Character Party – Plan a theme party
for  the characters from the story;
produce an  invitation, menu, seating
chart,
entertainment, and décor plan. Create
an  event-planning folder that includes
visuals  and descriptions of each
element and why  you chose it.

Character Interview- Record an
interview with one of the characters
in the  book, interviewed by a
magazine or  newspaper reporter to
get the “inside  scoop” on the story.
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Intrapersonal PowerPoint- Present research on a topic
related to the novel; must provide
visuals  and cite sources for information
presented  in PPT, 10-12 slides must
explain the  connection to the novel in
the intro and  clarify why others should
learn more in the  conclusion.

Reading Reflections – Choose and
retell 2  main events from the book;
for both  events, explain your
personal connections  and support
with a personal story. All  ideas must
be thoroughly developed and  can be
presented in the form of a
scrapbook or poster.

Technological Web Page – Use weebly.com to create a
free website that provides a plot
summary,  character analysis, author
bio, links to sites  that might provide
information related  content, and an
interactive survey.

Prezi – Build an interactive
presentation  that leads the audience
through a story  summary, includes
images, text, and  embedded video
to invite the audience to  read the
book; must include introduction  of
characters, overview of plot, and
statement of theme.



Rising 6th Summer Reading
Please choose two books *one for each project*

**Make sure you read a summary of the novels before you choose your
books!

Realistic Fiction
Title Author

Out of My Mind Sharon Draper

Mockingbird Kathryn Erskine

Rules Cynthia Lord

House Arrest K.A. Holt

Crossover Kwame Alexander

Ghost Series Jason Reynolds

Fantasy/Dystopian
Book of Ember Series Jeanne DuPrau

Legend Series Marie Lu

The School for Good and Evil Series Soman Chainani

The Heroes of Olympus Series Rick Riordan

The Graveyard Book Neil Gaiman



Historical Fiction
A Night Divided Jennifer Nielsen

Nine, Ten Nora Raleigh Baskin

Refugee Alan Gratz

Projekt 1065 Alan Gratz

Nonfiction
Breakaway Alex Morgan

Legends: Best Players, Games and
Teams in Baseball (or Football
version)

Howard Bryant

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer James Swanson

The Crossover Kwame Alexander

Tight Torrey Maldonado

Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish Pablo Cartaya

The House That Lou Built Mae Respicio

See You in the Cosmos Jack Cheng

Math

The Devil’s Arithmetic Jane Yolen

The Number Devil:A Mathematical Adventure Hans Magus Enzensberger

Sir Cumference and All King’s Tens: A Math
Adventure

Cindy Neuschwander

Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions Edwin A. Abbott

Math Curse Jon Scieszka



Science

Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story
About Brain Science

John Fleischman

Bees on the Roof Robbie Shell

Kelvin McCloud and the Seaside Storm Michael Erb

The Walking Fish Rachelle Burk and Kopel Burk

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind William Kamkwamba and Bryan Maler

Spanish

Tortilla Sun Jennifer Cervantes

BRAZO! Poems About Amazing Hispanics Margarita Engle

Lucky Broken Girl Ruth Behar

Rooting for Rafael Rosales Kurtis Scaletta

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora Pablo Cartaya

The First Rule of Punk Celia C. Perez

Social Studies

Echo Pam Munoz Ryan

The Book Thief Marjus Zusak

Bud, Not Buddy Chistopher Paul Curtis

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas John Boyne

The Pharaoh’s Tale Julius Lester

The Second Mrs. Gioconda E.L Konigsburg


